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Town of  West Bridgewater 
CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

MacDonald - Brown Conference Room, Town Hall 

65 North Main Street 

 

21 January 2020       

Minutes 

6:30 PM     Chairman Tim Hay (TH) called the meeting to order with Commissioners Lee Anderson (LA), Moe 

McCarthy (MM), Steve Winters (SW), Ryan Byrnes (RB) present. Agent John DeLano (JD) took notes for 

Secretary Kitty Doherty to transcribe. The meeting was filmed for cable release at a later date,  and a sign-in sheet 

recorded the names of those who attended. No new or revised plans were submitted for any of the hearings at this 

meeting.  

▪SW/MM  motioned to approve Minutes for 7 January 2020 as submitted, so voted. 

▪SW/MM  motioned to approve Minutes for 17 December 2019 as submitted, so voted.  

 

 

New Public Hearings:  

 

Hockomock Swamp Wildlife Management Area;  Notice of Intent (SE 328 - 782) ESS Group, Inc. / 

Massachusetts Division of Fisheries & Wildlife: for resource area maintenance and improvements to restore and 

enhance wildlife habitat  functions and wetland ecosystems;    

Alexander H. Patterson, Project Scientist with ESS Group, Inc. explained that this project entails invasive species 

control and mitigating beaver impacts within portions of the Hockomock Swamp in Easton,  Bridgewater and 

West Bridgewater.  Control would be done through the combined use of chemical, mechanical, and prescribed 

burning methods.  There would be removal of some beaver dams to control flooding.   Low ground pressure 

vehicles would be used, and burning would be by sanctioned fire control methods.   

TH asked how access to the state property would be made.  Alex replied that it would be through utility easements 

or off public ways.  JD will include a notation in the Special Conditions that if access is to be over private land, 

the owners would need to give permission.  LA asked why management of the land hasn’t been done right along.  

Alex said that the funding in the past was not there.  TH asked how long the project would take.  Alex said that 

there is no timetable; could be 5 years.  JD noted that the Order of  Conditions  would only be for 3-years and it 

could be extended if need be. 

▪ MM / LA  motioned to close public hearing; so voted.  

▪ SW / LA motioned to issue an Order of Conditions;  so voted.   

▪ MM / SW motioned to grant the requested waiver of the 50’ buffer; so voted.     

 

Tim Hay and Ryan Byrne  abstained from voting since they are abutters to Hockomock Swamp areas.  

 

(Note:  Agent DeLano received a phone request from Mr. Patterson on the day following this PH, requesting that 

the commission hold off on issuing the OOC until Easton's Conservation Commission released their order, so that 

both towns' OOCs could be in harmony for discipline on contiguous parcels.)  
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Map 65, lots 4, 6 & 7 Pleasant Street: Notice of Intent &Stormwater Permit (SE 328 - 781) Merrill Engineers / Conor 

McLaughlin; to relocate an existing billboard, relevant site work & drainage improvements; construction of a storage 

building with SWM Permit,  and wetland  replication  

 

Consultant Thomas  Pozerski presented details on this project,  which is different from ones that the commission 

had previous approved for this site.  The state has changed requirements that billboards need to have a building on 

the parcel.  Therefore, this site plan is the same as before with walking trail design,  and with all of the agreements 

in the previous filings still in play,  but now it includes a contractor’s yard with parking and drainage.  Tom said 

that his client wanted to lengthen the building shown on the plan and will be submitting a revised plan.   

 Agent DeLano had an issue with what exactly the land owner would agree to for mitigation on this new project 

and asked to discuss details prior to the next meeting.  JD recommended that the hearing be continued to the next 

meeting.    

▪ MM / SW motioned to continue the public hearing  to 4 February 2020, so voted. 

 

 

173 Turnpike Street   Notice of Intent (SE 328 - 780) Arthur F Borden &. Associates / Richard D. Hemingway; to build 

a detached garage and related amenities within the vicinity of a riverfront area 

 

 Josh Borden from Arthur F. Borden & Associates reviewed background information gathered via  informal 

discussion previously held with the commission; this plan is a result of those discussions.  JD  is concerned that 

the applicant had made no attempt to offer mitigation for developing within protected  WL areas.  He requested 

that the engineer meet with him before the next meeting in order to discuss the mitigation alternatives.   

LA asked if the garage could be placed elsewhere.  JD noted that the alternatives analysis submitted as required 

showed no other alternative.  

▪ MM / SW motioned to continue the  public hearing to 4 February 2020 , so voted 

 

 

159 South Elm Street; Request for Determination of Applicability:  Collins Engineering / Roy & Barbara Barker:  

Septic System upgrade 

Peter Lyons from Collins Engineering Group  explained the plan details and how it showed all information  

required by the commission.  JD noted that they did a good job.    LA asked if the existing system was in failure; 

Peter answered  yes.  Wetland tags will be posted along the WL line to permanently mark this line.     

▪ MM / SW motioned  to close the public hearing and issue a Negative 3 determination with conditions, so voted. 

 

 

55 South Street;  Stormwater  Management Permit Request; Mark Comeau, review of site design for a new home  

 

No project representative appeared for the public hearing.  

▪ MM / SW motioned to continue this PH to 4 February 2020, so voted. 
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Continued Public Hearings:  

 

Scotland & Maple Streets 40B; Notice of Intent (SE 328 -  )  Jacobs Driscoll Engineering /  Cochesett Developers 

(Bisher Hashem), to subdivide two vacant parcels into 44 residential lots with associated infrastructure and 

grading;  discussion regarding selection of a 53 G consultant to review the drainage design and calculations only   

 

The  developer and engineer were present as well as many abutters.  JD presented Allan & Major’s scope of work  

in the 53-G consultant’s contract,  and recommended a deposit of $4,000 by the applicant for the review of the 

drainage design and compliance with the DEP Stormwater Regulations.  JD recommended that the developer, 

engineer and the 53-G meet with him to go over the project and determine when the review would start.  The 

developer agreed. 

▪ MM / SW motioned for the commission to hire Allan & Major as the consulting firm to review the drainage 

design and calculations, and to require the deposit of $4000; so voted.    

▪ MM/SW motioned to continue the public hearing to 4 February 2020 for a briefing regarding the strategy 

meeting as noted above, so voted.  

 

Administrative discussions:   

Stormwater Public Participation Meeting:  Discussion to schedule a special meeting on 3 March 2020 .   

Agent Delano noted that part of the EPA’s MS4 permit requires the town  to have an annual public participation 

meeting.  JD suggested that the commission hold an official MS4 public hearing on 3 March 2020.   

▪  MM / SW motioned to hold the public hearing as noted, so voted.  

 

 

One Ames Drive: Minor Project Change;  Adams / Lucini,  for a different house design 

JD presented information on behalf of Bill Lucini, who was not present.  Mr. Lucini is purchasing the land from 

current owner Mr.  Adams,  and wants to construct a different style home.  JD noted that the proposed new home 

could be shifted towards the lot line since it wasn’t the back of the home, as the area now is only considered a side 

yard.  The area between the proposed house and the erosion control barrier that was originally approved  by the 

commission for Mr. Adams is the same.  JD recommended this minor project change.  MM asked if the size of the 

house was the same.  JD indicated it was.  

▪ MM/SW motioned to allow the Lucini plan and approve it as a Minor Project Change, so voted. 

 

279 Pleasant Street;  Certificate of Compliance Request (SE 328 - ) Scott Faria / John Byrnes  

Agent DeLano recommends issuing a Certificate of Compliance  without a bond, so voted.  

▪ MM / SW motioned to issue Certificate of Compliance without a bond; so voted   

 

▪ MM / SW motioned to adjourn at 7:37 P.M.; so voted.   

Respectfully submitted, 

Kitty Doherty, Secretary  

Minutes approved 4 February 2020    
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